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The 2010 General Election produced the first coalition              
government in the UK since the National Government of Ramsay     
MacDonald in 1931.  Beneath this headline development the 
psephologists (or political experts in ordinary parlance) noted 
other significant features of the last election.  A record 149 MPs  
– over 25% of the House of Commons – stood down before the 
election, including  exactly 100 from the governing party.  A     
further number of MPs failed to win re-election.  The current  
Parliament has a new intake of 233 MPs, the greatest change for 
65 years. 
 
These substantive changes in the make-up of the UK parliament occurred in the context of 
the expenses scandal that engulfed the “Westminster village” in the wake of a series of 
publications in 2009 that revealed the items and the financial costs of claims by MPs and 
Peers of all parties.  Public outrage was intense and to date six parliamentarians have been 
imprisoned after facing charges of false accounting. 

 
The new parliament is one in which more MPs appear to give higher priority to their     
constituency needs.  This is, after all, the job they were elected to do.  Personal integrity or 
trustworthiness has been seen as key to the successes of many of those elected at the last 
election.  Yet, it is not just the values of MPs that determine the health of political life in 
the UK.  Those who interact with Parliament and parliamentarians can also be seen to have 
a duty to carry out their business in accordance with some moral and ethical principles.   

 

Politics, trustworthiness and human relationships 

 
The most  
important  
political  
office is that of 
the private  
citizen.   
Louis Brandeis 

 
The death of 
democracy is 
not likely to be 
an  
assassination 
from  
ambush.  It will 
be a slow  
extinction 
from apathy,  
indifference, 
and under-
nourishment.  
Robert M.  
Hutchins 1954   

...The governance of human affairs can be conducted along lines that serve humanity's 
real needs... 



Values of advocacy 
 
Serene Communications believes that advocacy with the political 
establishment is a values-based skill.  Why should Parliamentarians 
not expect high ethical standards and transparency from those who 
seek to influence them as much as the public expect such standards 
of them? 
 
Whether an organisation wishes to see a new law enacted or altered 
or to have questions put to a government Minister on the public  
record when they seek to use Parliamentarians as a channel for    
influence, they can only do so on the basis of trust.   If your             
information is false or your facts are incorrect or just exaggerated,   
when seeking the support of an MP or Peer to further your cause,  
action based on this information can leave the supporting             
parliamentarian exposed and undermined.  Serene Communications 
believes that truthfulness is the foundation of all human virtues and 
our experience and knowledge of working with Parliament and   
government confirms that truth and trust are central to successful 
and healthy working relationships in this sphere.  
 
Coverage of Prime Minister`s questions provides good political   
theatre.  It is an irony of our political culture that the partisanship 
and division that is the most visible feature of parliamentary activity 
is often reported to be the characteristic that is most unattractive to 
the general public.  Parliament (and indeed most parliamentarians) 
is far more complex than the reportage suggests.  In their day to day 
work MPs and Peers of all parties work collaboratively in a range of 
political processes, including Select Committees which examine the 
performance of government in any area from transport to foreign 
affairs.   Parliamentarians also come together into associations, 
known as All Party Parliamentary Groups, to campaign or promote 
awareness of issues of common interest, such as human rights, or to 
focus on political relations with another country. 

To rule is easy, to govern  
difficult.   
Johann W. von Goethe  

 
Better the occasional faults 
of a government that lives in 
a spirit of charity than the   
consistent omissions of a        
government frozen in the ice 
of its own  
indifference.  
Franklin D. Roosevelt  

 
The danger is not that a     
particular class is unfit to   
govern.  Every class is unfit to 
govern.   
Lord Acton 24 April 1881 
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Left: Advocacy event at the United    

Nations Commission on the Status of 

Women.   

Right: Tapestry in the United Nations     

building New York  
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The Lord's Prayer is 66 words, the Gettysburg Ad-
dress is 286 words, there are 1,322 words in the              
Declaration of Independence, but government      
regulations on the sale of cabbage total 26,911 
words.   
National Review  
 

Many forms of Government have been tried, and will 
be tried in this world of sin and woe.  No one          
pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise.       
Indeed, it has been said that democracy is the worst 
form of Government except all those others that 
have been tried from time to time.  
Winston Churchill  

Parliamentary Advocacy Courses 
 
Serene Communications works with a range of   
clients from the voluntary or third sector through 
the public sector to multi-national corporations, all 
of whom may need to speak to Parliamentarians 
and agencies of governance at national and        
international levels at some stage. 
 
Courses available from Serene Communications 
offer a learning framework for working with       
Parliament and agencies of governance.  We offer 
an introduction to working with Parliamentarians 
for those organisations that are comparatively new 
to this area.  This course aims to explain the basic 
functions and layout of our Parliamentary            
democracy and to provide practical skills in how to 
work with MPs to use some of the most               
immediately accessible mechanisms of                
parliamentary lobbying such as Parliamentary 
Questions, Early Day Motions and Adjournment 
Debates.  If these terms are not second nature to 
you – our course is designed to enable you and 
your organisation develop awareness and            
understanding of these governance processes and 
thus become confident in building effective     
working relationships with Parliamentarians. 
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Below L: Advocacy meeting at the House of Lords with Baroness Gould 
and delegation from Suleimaniya University. 
R:Advocacy meeting in the United Nations building at the Commission 
on the Status of Women New York © Serene Communications ltd 

Paper author Dan Wheatley has worked for over 15 years in 
the field of government and parliamentary relations,       
including 5 years in the House of Commons. He has          
administered two all party Parliamentary groups and     
regularly briefs political actors ranging from members of the 
Cabinet to back-bench MPs. He is currently the Government 
Relations Officer for the Baha`i Community of the UK, and 
also works an Adjunct Professor of Sociology at Syracuse 
University London programme. He works with Serene                        
Communications.  In his spare time Dan enjoys walking, 
cycling, ball-room dancing and experimental cooking. 


